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AVENUE OF INVASION

Following the path of the 1862 Maryland Campaign in Jefferson County

Lee’s 1862 Maryland Campaign

Following a successful spring and summer, Confederate Commanding General

Robert E. Lee took the Army of Northern Virginia to the North. Having won a

decisive victory at the Battle of Second Manassas, Lee knew he could not remain in

Northern Virginia long.

His army badly needed supplies
and he saw an invasion of the

North that was in a state of
disarray, politically and
militarily, as a way to capitalize
on previous successes. Lee
convinces Confederate

President Jefferson Davis that
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Richmond will remain safe if he [*-

moves his army north.
Additionally, Lee hopes that
moving north will allow the
resources to be fully harvested
in the Shenandoah Valley,
enabling his army to be better

supplied long term.

The Lost Order
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Map by Hal Jespersen, www.CivilWarMaps.com

On September 9th a copy of Order No. 191 from Robert E. Lee was found by a

Union soldier in a meadow outside of Frederick, Maryland. The “Lost Order” as it

became to be known detailed the Confederate General’s plans for the upcoming

campaign, and provided newly reappointed Commanding General George

McClellan with detailed insight into Lee’s strategy. Obtaining the order also allowed

McClellan to recognize that Lee had divided his army, sending General Thomas

“Stonewall” Jackson to Harpers Ferry to capture the Federal arsenal there.

McClellan failed to decisively act on the information to gain a full advantage, but

did ultimately realize he could split the Confederate Army by attacking Lee’s force

near South Mountain, Maryland. Hence, the Maryland Campaign began in earnest,

and would ultimately lead to the single bloodiest day in American military history.

In midst of this critical period of the War, Jefferson County would become central

to the operations and hopes of both North and South.



Tour starting point: Potomac Street, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

Start at the ruins of the US Armory Site in Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, located on Potomac Street

Stop 1 - US Armory

As Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia
advanced into Maryland in the fall of 1862, Lee could not
allow his army to be threatened by a Union force at
Harpers Ferry. Where you stand are the remains of the US
Armory buildings at Harpers Ferry. Construction of the
"United States Armory and Arsenal at Harpers Ferry”
began in 1799. Though the complex was damaged greatly
when it was burned in 1861. A garrison of 14,000 Union
soldiers under Col. Dixon S. Miles occupied the town in
September 1862.

Location and Ruins of the Harpers Ferry Armory, Courtesy NPS

Following the tour: Head southeast on Potomac Street which becomes Shenandoah Street when you turn right. Go less than 1 mile and turn right
onto US-340 South. Go 1 mile turning right US 340 North ALT/ West Washington Street. Take the first left onto Whitman Avenue.

Stop 2 - Bolivar Heights
Confederate Gen. Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s division
left Lee’s army at Frederick, MD on Sept. 10 and fighting
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began on September 12. Jackson coordinated an attack that
began with artillery placement on Maryland Heights, aimed
for an attack against both Bolivar Heights and Camp Hill.
On September 13, Jackson’s brigade was about three miles
south of Bolivar Heights. Now surrounded on three sides,

Miles wrote McClellan that if the garrison was not supported
within 48 hours, he would have to surrender. On September

14, Gen. A.P. Hill’s division marched on Miles’s position on *‘? /

(WestVirginia)

Bolivar Heights, where you stand.
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Battle of Harpers Ferry, Courtesy Civil War Trust
Following the tour: Exit the Bolivar Heights parking lot back toward West Washington Street. Turn right onto West Washington Street returning to
US-340 South. Go 1 mile and turn left onto Millville Road. Enter the NPS parking lot on your right after 0.5 miles.
Stop 3 - Jackson’s Flank Attack
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possession, Jackson ordered additional artillery to be
brought up that evening in preparation for an assault
on the morning of the 15th. DAAEOIT{O AOO{
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Federal position here. While  contemplating surrender,
Miles was mortally wounded by cannon fire. The
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Federal surrender during the war. After paroling the
prisoners, Hill joined Jackson, who had left one day
earlier, at Anti etam.

Murphy Farm, Courtesy Curt Mason



Stop 4 - Withdraw to Virginia

Stop 5 Y Confederate Defense




