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Describe Setiing Acres

This property is located in rural Jefferson County, east of the county seat of
Charles Town. Archaeological
Artifacts Present

Description of Buildings or Site {Original and Present) 3 Stories 5 Front Bays

shielding the main entrance, which is centered on the facade. The building is 3% stories in height, with the third-story windows
somewhat shorter than those of the first and second story. Centcred on the facade above the main entrance is a three part window
with larger center sash flanked by smaller sidelights, a design feature seen elsewhere in Jefferson County, which may reflect a locat
building tradition or may be the hallmark of a local builder. The gable ends are dominated by large bridged chimneys and a round-
arched window is in the pediment of the gable. A glassed-in two-story connector links the main house to a two-story dependency.

This is a large scale Federal-style residence of brick construction with a gable roof and three-bay facade with a pedimented portico
(Use Continuation Sheets)

Alterations 0 ®  Ifyes, describe
Yes No

Additions O [ Ifyes, describe
Yes No

Describe All Outbuildings

Not far from the house is a large gambrel-roofed dairy barn and several ather smaller agricultural dependencies.
(Use Continuation Sheets)
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Statement of Significance "

This was the home of Edward Lewis, a Congressman from [then] Virginia. Hé was born at ““Cold Spring,” near Shepherdstown on
November 30, 1800; attended the village schools; was graduated from the Tucker Law School, Winchester, Va., in 1825; was admitted
to the bar the same year and commenced practice in Shepherdstown; moved to Charles Town in 1830 and continued the practice of
law] also engaged in horticultural pursuits; member of the Virginia house of delfgates in 1838 and 1839; elected as a Democrat to
dléTchty-sixth Congress (March 4, 1839-March 3, 1841); unsuccessful candjdate for reelection in 1840 to the Twenty-seventh
Conggess; elected to the Twenty-cighth Congress (March 4, 1843-March 3, 1845); unsuccessful candidate for renomination in 1844
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resumed the practice of law and horticultural pursuits; delegate to the Virginia constitutional convention in 1850 and 1851; died ar
his home, ““Rion Hall,™ in Jefferson County, W.Va, On August 29, 1877; interment in the Zion Episcopal Churchyard, Charles Town.
From:http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl2index=1.000494]

His son, Danicl Bedinger Lucas was born in 1836 at Rion Hall. His parents were both from distinguished Virginia familics. He
attained his education at private academies and attended the University of Virgima where he graduated in 1856, He studied law at the
schaol of Judge John W. Braockenbrough, at Lexington, Virginia (which was annexed to Washington and Lec in 1866) and graduated
in 1859 but moved the next year to Richmond. He then returned to Charles Town and took up the practice of law.  He was a poct
and prolific writcr.

Lucas's military scrvice in the Civil War is described as follows by the archivist at Virginia Tech, where his papers arc held:

At the beginning of the Civil War in 1861 he joined the staff of Genceral Henry A. Wise and took part
in the Kanawha Valley campaign, but his physical disability from a childhood spine injury kept him
from active service in the last years of the war. Toward the end of the war he ran the blockade to
defend his friend John Yates Beall, accused of being a Confederate spy, but was unable to defend him
against the charges. Beall was executed on Governors Island, New York.

Barred from the practice of law until 1871, Lucas turned to literaturc and became co-editor of the
Baltimore Sonthern Metropolis. Many of his poems were published in this magazine. He reentered the
practice of law in 1871 and took a prominent role in the Democratic party politics of West Virginia,
acting as Democratic elector in the clections ot 1872 and 1876, to the legislature in 1884 and 1886,
and as a member of the supreme court of appeals from 1889 to 1893.

Writing in 1923 in Storics and Verse of West Virginia (Scottdale, Pennsylvania: Mennonmite Publishing House, rev. ed. 1925),
Ella May Turner noted, “Judge Lucas attained great distinction in his profession, because of his wonderful grasp of intricate legal
questions and his cloquent and convincing oratory. Among the honors that came to him were his election to the State Legislature, and
hus appointment as judge of the Supreme Court of Appeals of his State, of which he was president at the time of his death. On account
of his extensive law practice, he dechned o accept a position as protessor of law in West Virginia University, and also an appointment
as circuit judge in his district.”

Lucas’s sister, Virginia Bedinger Lucas, was also reared at Rion Hall, bur died early, in 1865. She was a pocet and was
sometimes called the *Pastoral Poct of the Shenandoah Valley." Daniel Lucas is best remembered for the poem, "The Land Where We
Were Dreaming.” He died ar Rion Hall on Junc 24, 1909.

Bibliography of Daniel Bedinger Lewis

Danicl Bedinger Lucas, The Wieath of Eglantine, and Other Poems (Baltimore: Kelly, Pier 8 Company, 1869)

[Note: Virginia Bedinger Lucas, Daniel Bedinger Lucas's sister often published her poetry under the pen nanie, Eglantine. The
collection of poctry which Lucas published in 1869 under the title The Wreath of Eglantine, and Other Poews also includes his
sister’s poctry. ]

» The Maid of Northumberland: A Dramatic Poems (New York: G.I. Putman's Sons, 1879) (a verse play based on the
Civil War)

, Ballads and Madrigals (New York: Pollard & Moss, 1884)
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, The Land Where We Were Dreaming (Boston: Roger G. Badger/Gorham Press, 1913)

Writings

Danicl Bedinger Lucas, The Eshics of Nations (Charloteesville, Virginia: James Alexander printer, 1856) ("An address delivered before
the Jefferson Sodiety, in the public hall, of the University of Virginia, on the 28th, Junc 1855)

, Memoir of Jobn Yates Beal: His Life; Trial; Corvespondence; Diary; and Private Manuscript Found among His Papers,
including his own account of the raid on Lake Frie (Montreal: J. Lovell, 1865)

, The Mewnair of Jobn Yates Beall: His Life; Trial; Correspondence; Diary; and Private Manuscript Found Among His
Papers, Inciuding His Own Account of the Rasd on Lake Erie (Montreal: Printed by J. Lovell, 1865)

Danicl Bedinger Lucas and J. Fairfax McLaughlin, Fisher Ames, Henry Clay, etc. (New York: C.L. Webster, 1891)

Daniel Bedinger Lucas, Nicaragua: War of the Filibusters (Richmond: B. F. Johnson Publishing Co., 1896) (Conway, New Hampshire:
Tienda El Quetzal, 1986)

Danicl Bedinger Lucas, Dramatic Works of Danicl Bedinger Lucas (Boston: R. G. Badger, University of Virginia, 1913) {Charles W.
Kent and Virginia Lucas eds,} (C. F. Tucker Brooke intro.)

(Source: http:/fwww.wvu.edu/~lawfacfjelkins/Ip-2001 /lucas.htmi)
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